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Wall and floor 
symposium 


Continued from Page 17 


Reducing air infiltration can result in 
significant savings in home energy con- 
sumption according to David Grimsrud, 
University of California. Based on 
results of air change measurements in 
various houses in several areas of the 
United States, Grimsrud proposed that 
this area needs immediate attention in 
retrofitting. He proposed that ventilation 
is not the solution to poor indoor air 
quality—rather the source of pollutants 
must be identified and dealt with. He 
said that low air change rates do not 
necessarily need to mean indoor air 
quality problems. 

Don Percival of the University of 
Illinois concluded the third session by 
showing examples of field problems in 
light frame construction. He noted that 
many of these could have been avoided 
by following recommended procedures 
and closer attention to the control of 
moisture. Failure to understand the 
behavior of moisture results in costly 
replacement and unnecessary waste of 
the wood resource, he said. He believes 
that improved builder and homeowner 
education programs are needed. 
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and challenge participants in the 2-1/2- 

day conference: 

e Technical gains are apparent in terms 
of analytic capability and ability to 
deal with variation. 

©@ Wood engineering wil! probably be 
forced into dealing with the LRFD 
design approach discussed by Good- 
man. Problems in load duration and 
combined loading need to be solved. 

e Because floors are human contact 
surfaces, they need special dynamic 
considerations to deal with human 
response. Acceptability of innovative 
floor systems cannot be based on static 
analysis alone. 


© Opposite requirements for energy- 
efficient and fire-safe construction 
must be resolved. 

e Systems that require a high degree of 
onsite quality control, such as earth 
sheltering, must recognize that the 
quality of field expertise in wood 
construction has declined over the past 
50 years. Shop fabrication has par- 
tially solved this problem but a new 
field inspection function may be 
necessary to assure that all details are 
correct in some of these new systems. 

e The total value of this symposium will 
be appreciated in a gradual way. 
Integrated design will emerge as 
designers bring new technology into 
building systems. The multifaceted 
approach proposed several years ago 
(by Suddarth) in Purdue Bulletin 903 
clearly is the comprehensive approach 
to follow. @ 
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Idaho conference 
focuses on the 


role of women 

The College of Forestry, Wildlife, and 
Range Sciences at the University of 
Idaho, in cooperation with the Agency 
for International Development and 
Women in Development, is sponsoring a 
2-day conference for professionals and 
others interested in international work 
in the natural resources fields. The 
conference will be held Mar. 8 and 9 on 
the University of Idaho campus. Par- 
ticipants are expected from all over the 
United States. 


The focus of the conference will be on 
the role of women and their professional 
contributions to development projects, 
usually in less developed countries. 
There will also be sessions on specific 
development projects, how to find and 
fund foreign work, and how to prepare to 
contribute to a technical team abroad. 

Topics include forestry, fisheries, 
range management, wildlife, and all 
aspects of outdoor recreation. 

In addition to conference proceedings, 
a directory of professional women in 
natural resources will be published anda 
network established. 

A $5 conference fee will be charged. 

For information, contact: Jo Ellen 
Force, Forest Resources Department; 
208-885-6126 or Dixie Ehrenreich, 
Laboratory of Anthropology, Univer- 
sity of Idaho, Moscow, ID 83843; 
208-885-6754. @ 
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